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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE...

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

| Welcome back to another
:exciting year at GSS!

| Firstly, I would like to
1extend a warm welcome t0
|our new students and

| families who are Jjoining our
1 school community this year
|~ Our 6 new Kindy students
— Zeke, Indie, George, Corey,
:Macauley and Myleg; and
1algo Liam (Year 6) and

| Patrick (Year 4).

1
 NAPLAN

1
1 The National Assessment

| Program — Literacy and

i Numeracy is a series of

| tests focused on bagic gkills
i that are administered to

i Australian students in year
13, 8, 7 and 9. The purpose of
1 NAPLAN ig to provide a

1 snapshot of & student's

| current reading, writing,

1 language and numeracy

1 ekills.

1

1 Our school will 8it NAPLAN
during the testing window
1beginning Wednesday 13

| March — 18 March. Year 3

1 will sit their writing test
1using paper copies and all
other tests for year 3 and 8
1 will be online.

EPlease refer to the attached
'brochure, ‘NAPLAN
:Information for Parents
land Carers 3024’ for
:further information.

Technology Update

At the end of R023, the
gchool purchaged 20 new
laptops. The previoug
laptops that we had were
well and truly past their
expiry date and not
allowing students to work
ag efficiently or effectively
a8 they should on their
digital gkills. The school
wag able to access the FDS
(Financially Disadvantaged
Students) device scheme,
which provided us with a
$800 rebate on every laptop
purchasged. We have also
purchaged two charging
station trolleys—one for
the iPads and one for the
laptops.

Defib at GSS

At the beginning of the
year, we purchased a
defibrillator, to ensure that
our school is prepared to
respond effectively to
cardiac emergencies. The
model purchaged can be
specifically used on
children as well ag adults.

PTO...
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Everything you don’t
know is something
you can learn,

PO Box 1 Georgetown, QLD 4871 phone: 40621139 fax: 40621280
web: http://www.georgetoss.eq.edu.au
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T0 THELR ELDERS PAST,
PRESENT AND UP COMING.




MORE FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

IrParent Involvement I
|At GSS, we strongly believe in the importance of parent involvement in the educationl
process and encourage all parents to stay actively involved in their child’s education. |
IThis term, parents/families will have the opportunity to see the wonderful learning thel
lstudents have been doing during our ‘Open Classrooms’ on Monday of Week 7. This is a
Igreat chance for our studente to share with you, their accomplishments. We are alsol
jholding Parent/Teacher Interviews in Week 8 this term, & valuable way of fostering
Iool]aboration between home and school. We look forward to seeing you at these gegsions.

|
IAJma Thomas |
I Principal I
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TEACHER BMAIL CONTACTS

Please send us an email:

Mrs Anna Thomas

Principal aktho2@eqg.edu.au

ABSENCES:

LF YOUR CHLLD 1S AWAY, PLEASE SEND A

I Mrs Slyney
MESSAGE [OR RING) THE BELOW MOBILE | |MissTa Cox tcox140@eq.edu.au

Wallaby Teacher

; Kangaroo Teacher
NUMBER... INCLUDE YOUR CHILD 'S NAME
AND REASON. OR 10U CAN SEND A NOTE
T0 SCHOOL WITH ANOTHER STBLING. [W
ARENOT LEGALLY ALLOWED TO ACCEPT A

Mr Joe Simmons

Savannah Cluster Techer jtsim0@eq.edu.au

Mrs Jo Timms

Administration fimm46@eq.edu.au

l
l
l
sdodd43@eq.edu.au I
l
l
l

VERBAL REASON FROM YOUR CHILD ) e e o o o e e e e
[ [ || | | 1
NEWSLETTER

CONTACT DETALLS:

IA]] parents and
community members
Iwill receive an emailed

pdf copy of the
I newsletter. I

ARE YOUR CONTACT DETATLS UP TO DATE!
HAVE YoU MovED.!
HAS YOUR MOBILE NUMBER CHANGED!
PLEASE LET US KNOW. THANKS.

If you require a printed I
Icopy, pleasge let Mrs Jo
at the office know, and
we’ll gend a copy home I
with your child.

SCHOOL MOBILE PHONE!

DHTT 143 608

IIf you would like to add

an article and/or an I
Ievent to the newgletter,
pleage email I

Iinformation to Mg Jo.
[Email address above.]

e —



JOEY NEWS...

A EEEEE RN E R N E
IAs we embrace the fresh beginnings of another academic year, we are thrilled tol

|Welcome our newest additions to the school community — our Kindy students (orI
jmost commonly known as. . . the Joeys!). Thege little learners have embarked on anl

| exciting journey filled with exploration, discovery and endless possgibilities. I
|

I

IThe first day for our super six wag filled with mixed emotions — excitement,l
jLeTvousness, anticipation — not just for the children, but also their parents (and'
|teachers!) But the day was a huge success, and I am pleaged to say that our Joeysl

|have since taken to ‘big school’ like ducks to water. |
|

|

IIn these initial weeks, our focus has been on creating a warm, welcoming |
Ienvironment where our Joeys feel safe, supported and valued. They have engaged in |
|2 wide array of activities designed to stimulate their curiosity, ignite theirl

|imagination and build essential gkills across various domains of development. I
|

:With their integration into the P-2 space (Wallabies classroom), the Joeys arel
Iimmersing themselves in the magical world of Iletters, sounds and words,l|
|storyte111ng, songs, numbers, shapes and colours. They engage in meaningful'
jconversations with educators and their peere and build relationships. They'
| participate in yoga and are developing an awareness of themselves and others.

I
IWe look forward to watching our Joeys blossom this year!
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WALLABIES... WITH MRS SLYNEY ‘

|What 8 start to the year we have had in the Wallabies room. The prep studentg |
jhave integrated really well into the Wallabies clagsroom and have adjustedl
jSeamlessly into their new, 5-day weeks. It hag been lots of fun having the Joey sl
|join us in the morning and middle sessions. During some of our songs, it is thel
jkindy kids who have the biggest voices! Although some of us start the day a little I
|sad, 1t 1s within no time that everyone is having a good day — they are eager tol
jlearn and have fun! - I

IWe enjoyed having Ms Taz in Week
3 to share with us the yoga moves s She. ;
we will be continuing to practice T et
throughout the term. It will be - ' |
good to see the studentg’ strength
increase ag the year progresses
Ithrough participating in this
Iprogram.

IBeing the start of a new year, we have been practicing our everyday routines and I
|olarifying our class and school expectations. We will continue to work on thesel
'daily. The Wallabies made a class promise at the start of the year: We are Kind, |
Iwe follow instructions, we try our best, we listen, we use our manners and most |
Iimportantly we have fun! Another focus each morning for the Wallabies has been |
Ipracticing writing our names and perfecting our letter formations. |

I1t’s pleasing to see
Ithat the
limprovement from
lsome is already
|notioeab1e, S0 we can
Ionly imagine how
amazing we will be
by the end of the
year. Keep up the
great work
Wallabieg!!




KANGAROOS... WITH Miss TJ

The Kangaroos

Reading is like
breathing in, writing
is like breathing out.

EEE  EEEN  EEEN  EEEN  EEEN  BEEN  BEEN  BEEE  BEEN  BEEN  BEEN  BEEN  BEEE  BEEN  BEEN  BENE  BEEN  BEEN  BEEN  BEEE BN BEEN  BNNE  BENN  BENN BEEN BEEN BEEN  BEEE  BEEEN  BNNE  BENN  BENN BEEN BEEN BEEN BN BENN  BENE BN IS BEE BEm  Bae B .
<

Rurarelrachees

) 1? - ’.': &
3 ° "‘{"ﬁx«' T O NS

Be somebody who
makes everybody
\ feel like a somebody.

PR Ty
B ezantcimmtindd

Throw kindness
around like confetti.




KANGAROOS... WITH Miss TJ

DAY

N THE RANGAROOS
v

The Kangaroos spent time immersing themselves in
a range of craft activities, at the heart of all their
efforts was their desire to express their gratitude for
all that those special people in their lives do for
them.

SURR t

Valentine's dayv is an . o
important day to show WHO ARE YOU
Our respect o our GRATEFUL FOR?
mum, dad and our
community and sav
thank vou. - Hudson D
& Zac

Gratitude is important
becauseitis arcally nice
thing to show every dav.

Nilc_\

- | My
Valentine's dd_\' IS an Friends

important day to show
our love, - Savannah




‘ KANGAROOS... WITH Miss TJ




HPE... wiTH MR SIMMONS ‘

|The 2084 school year has kicked off to & great start,

:For thoge of you that I haven’t had a chance to yarn with
jvet, my name is Joe Simmons (or Simmo amongst Staff to
|make it eagier with our four Joe’s on board). I moved out
Ihere to Georgetown in dJuly Ilast year to service the

ICroydon and also Mount Garnet) with delivery of Health

land Physical Education.
|

IT’m in my 6th year of teaching, and my career has seen me
lwork in a bunch of places like Weipa, Mount Isa, the .
IBurdekin, Towngville, the Tablelands, Winton and the
:Bundaberg Region (where I grew up in the cane farming town of Childers).

lour Term One curriculum in Health has us exploring different ways to keep us
Ihealthy and safe. The junior curriculum has a heavy focus on safety, looking at
:different ways we can make safe choices that suit different times and places,
Itake the relationship between basketballs and ceiling fang, for example.
|
|

The genior curriculum ig looking at diet, and maintaining a balanced diet, With.l
Ithe importance of different nutrients and how your diet can be changed to suit|
jyour activities and lifestyle. (Safe to say our favourite nutrient in town ig|
| Protein!) |

I |
IOur Term One curriculum in Physical education has us further practicing our|

|swimming, and given the humidity of the season, I'm very grateful that we get tol
|80 in the pool frequently! The seniors are also developing a couple of lifesavingl
Ickille, among these are a rope-throw retrieval and a stride-entry. With thel
beginning of swimming lessons in term onel
&4 | writh our 1ast bout in term 4 2023, its almost |
like we never left for the end of year break.

Peningula sports will have trials for Touch'
JFootball at the Atherton International Clubl
lon the 28th of February and nominations:
{have gone out to student volunteers earlierl
|
I

this term.

will take our students’ Ilearning and I
development and I'm grateful to be a part of |
it. |




| PARADE - STUDENTS OF THE WEEK...

Term 1, Week 2

Students of the Week:
Roge & Evelyn

Sportemanship Awards:
Liam, Patrick, Colton,
Indiana & Layton

Buzza Beeg: Harper, J ack,
Liam & Alliyah

Term 1, Week 3
Students of the Week:
Hudson D & Liam & Lawson

Sportsmanghip Awards: Victor & Ricky

Buzza Bee Awardg: Zeke, Indiana,
Scydi-Mae, Beau, Hudeon D & Rose

Clags Attendance Award:
Kangaroos at 96% & Wallabies at 93%

WaNt to be 3. 4

Term 1, Week 4 Buzza Bee Awards: Myles, Indi, Beau, Lane, Sienna & Hudson D

Students of the Week: Masgon & Beau / Sportsmanship Award: Magon & Lainey

Term 1, Week 5 Students of the Week: Savannah, Zack & Hank

Buzza Bee Awardg: Myleg, Macauley, Cody, Jack, Zack & Hudgon D
Clags Attendance Award: Kangaroos at 91.7% & Wallabies at 94.2%

o .
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NAPLAN...

NAPLA

Information for
parents and carers

2024

Why do students do NAPLAN?

The National Assessment Program — Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a literacy and numeracy
assessment that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit each
year. It is the only national assessment all Australian
students have the opportunity to undertake.

As students progress through their school years, it
is important to check how well they are learning the
essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy.

NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that
students are learning through the school curriculum
and allows parents/carers to see how their child iz
progressing against national proficiency standards.

NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school's assessment
and reporting process. It does not replace ongoing
assessments made by teachers about student
performance, but it can provide teachers with additional
information about students’ educational progress.

NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities
and governments with information about how education
programs are working and whether young Australians
are achieving important educational outcomes in
literacy and numeracy.

Your child will do the NAPLAN
tests online

Online NAPLAN tests are designed to provide precise
results and are engaging for students. The tests are
tailored (or adaptive) which means that each test
presents questions that may be more or less difficult
depending on a student’s responses. This helps
students remain engaged with the assessment.

Tailorad testing allows a wider range of student abilities
to be assessed and measures student achievement
more precisely. A student’s overall NAPLAN result is
based on both the number and complexity of questions
they answer correctly. Your child should not be
concerned if they find questions challenging; they may
be taking a more complex test pathway.

All Year 3 students will continue to complete the writing
assessment on paper.

a1 AETIALUAR CLIIE L,
( ( ( ASSLREVENT AND
APOETIMD A THORITY

What does NAPLAN assess?

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that
students are |learning through their regular school
curriculum.

Students sit assessments in writing, reading,
conventions of language (spelling, grammar and
punctuation) and numeracy. The questions assess
content linked to the Australian Curriculum: English and
Mathematics.

All government and non-gevernment education
authorities contribute to the development of NAPLAN
test materials.

To find cut more about NAPLAN, visit nap.edu au.

Participation in NAPLAN

NAPLAN is for all Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students. ACARA
supports inclusive testing, so all students have the
opportunity to participate in the national assessment
program.

Adjustments are available for students with disability
who have diverse functional zbilities and needs.

Schools should work with parents/carers and students
to identify, on a case-by-case basis, reasonable
adjustments required for individual students with
disability to access NAPLAN. Adjustments should
reflect the support normally provided for classroom
assessments.

To help inform these decisions, you may consult the
NAPLAN public demonstration site, the Guide for
schools to assist students with disability to access
NAPLAN, and our series of videos where parents/
carers, teachers and students share their experiences
in using NAPLAN adjustments.

In exceptional circumstances, a student with a disability
that severely limits their capacity to participate in the
assessment, or a student who has recently arrived in
Australia and has a non-Englizh speaking background,
may be granted a formal exemption.

Your scheol principal and your local test administration
authority can give you more information on adjustments
for students with disability or the process required to
gain a formal exemption.
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NAPLAN...

What can | do to support my child?

Students are not expected to study for NAPLAN. You
can support your child by reassuring them that NAPLAN
is a part of their school program and reminding them to
simply do their best. Some explanation of NAPLAN is
useful to help students understand and be comfortable
with the format of the tests; however, it is not necessary
for parents/carers to do this. Teachers will ensure
students are familiar with the types of questions in the

tests and will provide appropriate support and guidance.

ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for
NAPLAN or the use of services by coaching providers.

See the types of questions and tools available in
the online NAPLAN assessments at NAP - Public
demonstration site.

How is my child’s performance
reported?

From 2023, NAPLAN results are reported against
proficiency standards. There is a standard for each
assessment area at each year level. Proficiency
standards provide clear information on student
achievement. They are set at a challenging but
reasonable level expected for the child at the time of
NAPLAN testing, based mainly on what has been taught
in previous years of schooling. Student achievement

is shown against 4 levels of proficiency: Exceeding,
Strong, Developing and Needs additional support.

A NAPLAN individual student report will be provided by

your child's school later in the year. If you do not receive
a report, you should contact your child's school.

NAPLAN timetable

What if my child is absent from school
on NAPLAN test days?

Where possible, schools may arrange for individual
students who are absent at the time of testing to
complete missed tests at another time during the
school's test schedule.

How are NAPLAN results used?
Students and parents/carers use individual results to
discuss progress with teachers.

Teachers use results to help identify students who
need greater challenges or extra support.

Schools use results to identify strengths and areas
of need to improve teaching programs, and to set
goals in literacy and numeracy.

School systems use results to review the
effectiveness of programs and support offered to
schools,

The community can see information about the
performance of schools over time at
myschool edu.au,

Where can | get more information?

For more information about NAPLAN:

contact your child's school

contact your local test administration authority at
nap.edu.au/TAA

visit nap.edu.au

To learn how ACARA manages personal information for
NAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy.

The NAPLAN test window is 9 days. This is to accommaodate schools that may not have the capacity to complete

the tests in a shorter time frame.

The NAPLAN test window starts on Wednesday 13 March 2024 and finishes on Monday 25 March 2024.
Schools will schedule the tests as soon as possible within the testing window, prioritising the first week.

Test Scheduling requirements

Duration Test description

« Year 3 s1udents do the writing te<t on paper and oo day 1 oedy,  Year 3 40mun  Stedents are provided with an idea or topic

+ Years 5, 7 and 9 writing must staet on day 1 (schooks must _ 2
peioritise completion of writing across days 1 and 2 with day 2 Year 7 42 men 35Ked to write 3 respanse in & particular
caly used whese there are techrecal/logistical limitations)

Weting

Reading + To be completed after the writing test

Conventions

of language ° 10 be completed sfter the reading test

Numeracy

» ASETRALUAN SR W,
P Pe ~ | ASSESSMENT AN
A SAPORTING ATHORTTY

+ To be completed sfter the conventions of language 1es1

Year 5 42 min called a “writing stimulus” or "prompt” and
Year O 42 min 9e0re (narrative o pessuasive writing).

Year 3 45min Students read a range of informative,

Year S 50min imagnative and persuasive texts, and then
Year 7.65min  answer refated guestions

Year 9: 65 min

Year 3. A4S min

Year 5 A5min  Students are assessed an spelling,
Year 7 45min  grammar and punctuation.

Year 9: 45 min

Year 3 45 min
Year 5 50 min
Year 7- 65 min
Year & 65 min

Students ate assessed an number and
algebra, measurement and geometry, and
statistics and probabdity



NOTICE BOARD...

Mobile Women'’s

g2 , » Queensland
Health Service ' n #®) Government

Well Womens’ Clinics

Service includes Cervical Screening Tests (Pap Smears), Sexual Health Screening, Breast Awareness, also
information on Contraception, Continence, Menopause, Lifestyle Issues, etc. All services are provided by
a specially trained Women’s Health Nurse.

I
|
I
|
I
I
|
| | (These clinics are available to Medicare eligible clients)
I
|
I
|
I
I
|

Forsayth Primary Health Care Centre Monday, 4 March 2024 Phone: 4062 5372

Georgetown Community Hospital Tuesday, 5 March 2024 Phone: 4062 1266

Croydon Hospital Wednesday, 6 March 2024 Phone: 4748 7000
: EDUC ATION‘? e Better internet services
I ICPA lobbies e Congistent specialist
I governments at all services
: levels to achieve e Retaining quality teachers
I equitablelearning for  ° Curriculum
| students Prep to e Early Childhood
' University from e Specific Needs
| .
I Regional, Rural and e Teacher Education
I Remote areas. e Tertiary/ Trade and
I training
I information on vast range of remove schools
I issues around small schools
: QLD fnelnaing: PLEASE CONTACT:
|
| BRAN C = e Boarding schools President
: e Scholarships Karen Muccignat
IWOULD YOU LIKE e Government support
I e Student Teacher Ratios
ITO HAVE A SAY IN _ _ For further information:
I e Digtance education

WHAT IS N EMAIL:
| e Maintaining school bus
\HAPPENING WITH e karen@
’ ccignatfarming.com.

:YOUR CHILD'S e RREAP funding mucclgnatiarming.com.au
e o o o e e e e e o e e e o e o e e EE EE EE EE EE EE O S EE EE EE EE EE e



‘ NOTICEBOARD... ‘

Receive up t

$500 from ANZ for
your 2025 back to

school costs

Achieve a zavings goal for 10 months and ANZ will match
it up to $500. You need to:

~/, Be 18 years or older
\/ Have 3 current Health Care Card or Penzioner Concession Card

\/ Have a child in school, starting school next year,
or be studying yourself

‘/. Get a regular income
(can be you or your partner) saverp

3/ Agree to join in free online financial
education workshops saverplus.org.au
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Georgetown State School
Achievement through tolerance

STUDENT DRESS CoDE PoLiCY...

| Georgetown State School community is committed to maintaining a culture of high
| standards in all that we do. As such our school has a Student Dress Code Policy that ensures
| our students represent themselves and our school to the highest standards each and every
| day. Consistent dress standards establish a positive and united school community identity.

I At Georgetown State School the expectation is that each day, students will wear the agreed
Georgetown State School uniforms ag outlined below.

I
| ALL STUDENTS

1° dJoggers: leather or vinyl joggers/shoes that are fully enclosed. Regular physical activity
is part of the curriculum. Shoes must consgist of shoelaces or Velero tabs.

I
1° White ankle gocks.

1° GSS hat; either bucket hat or broadbrim hat style which are available at the school office.
I

|

Daily Uniform Options:
e GSS yellow/blue school ghirt: Year P -6

l o Choice of GSS royal blue shorts, skirts or skorts: Prep - 6
|
| Monday Sports Uniform Options:

1° GSS Einasleigh Red Sports Shirt: Prep — 6
e GSS Etheridge Blue Sports Shirt: Prep — 6
e Choice of GSS royal blue shorts, skirts or skorts: Prep — 6

| Senior Shirt Uniform Options:
| ¢ GSS Approved Senior Shirt
Il ¢ Choice of GSS royal blue shorts, skirts or skorts




